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If there is one thing that has gotten 
Americans fired up throughout history, 
it’s taxes! This Fourth of July, our 
country is once again buzzing about 
sweeping changes to our tax laws. 
Indeed, America is no stranger to tax 
reform. Here’s a quick look at some of 
the ways taxes have evolved since the 
birth of our nation:

1620: Compared to Europe, the New 
World was a relative tax haven! England, 
Spain, and Holland used incentives like 

tax exemptions to motivate settlers to cross the sea and build their colonies. Immigrants 
left their high tax homelands in droves in search of adventure – and lower taxes – 
overseas.

1765: Attempting to offset some of its own war debt, England imposed a tax on printed-
paper items in the colonies. This Stamp Act was not well received by the colonists. 
They began to revolt, adopting “No taxation without representation!” as their battle cry.

1861: The IRS was founded, and the modern tax system was born... 
from taxslayer.com

4Th of July: independence day!
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New Rules For Colorado Web Based Businesses! 

New bills passed into law took effect last month regarding taxes on products 
purchased online and shipped to another city, town or county in Colorado. 
If your company ships any product within Colorado you are required to 
calculate, collect and pay the sales tax from that jurisdiction. This includes 
special taxing districts (like RTD) and overlapping boundaries. Sound like a 
hassle? Well, it probably is. One of the bills was to create a website where 
businesses can do all of this at once. However, the first bill was made active 
concurrently, so this ‘one-stop-shop’ does not exist yet. Compliance with 
this jurisdiction law has caused some to stop  offering thier products online. 
However, you may be exempt based on your business’s income: “Legislators 
did write rules to take the pressure off the state’s smallest businesses. 
Department of Revenue officials this week highlighted that if a business does 
less than $100,000 in sales in a year, it is exempt from the new rules until a 
computer system making it easier to assess tax rates is built.”

Excerpted from DenverPost.com

Visit this link or use the QR code to learn more: 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/tax/sales-tax-changes
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popular tax advice  
that iS actually baloney

Excerpted from Tina Orem, NerdWallet.com

bad advice: you don’t have to report money from a Side huStle

Why it’s bad: Having a side job or getting paid wages in cash still 
counts at tax time. “They think that if they’re not getting a form, like 
a 1099 or a W-2, that they do not have to report income. We hear 

that all the time.”

Better advice: Report all of the income you earn — even if you were 
paid in cash and even if you didn’t get a W-2 or 1099 from the person 
who paid you. “That mentality of, ‘If I get cash, it’s not taxable’…. It 

just makes us wonder sometimes.”

the beSt advice of all

here it iS: Unless they’re 
qualified tax professionals, 
your neighbors, in-laws and 
co-workers probably aren’t 
the tax gurus they say they 
are.

“You wouldn’t necessarily take advice, if you had the flu, from the guy 
at the gym. I’m not sure you should take tax advice from that person 

either,” Amin says.

“If it sounds like it’s too good to be true, it’s probably something you 
should look into and get advice from a professional, rather than from 

the guy on the bus,” he says.
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INDEPENDENCE EVE FIREWORKS
WHEN: July 3, 2019, 8 p.m.
WHERE: Civic Center Park, Broad-
way and Colfax
The annual Independence Eve 
Celebration in Civic Center Park will 
feature a free patriotic concert, an 
innovative light show on the Denver 
City and County Building and a stun-
ning fireworks finale. 

CHERRY CREEK ARTS FESTIVAL
WHEN: July 5–7, 2019
WHERE: Cherry Creek North
This free, outdoor extravaganza — 
the city’s signature cultural celebra-
tion of the visual, performing and 
culinary arts — gives more than 
350,000 annual visitors the chance 
to meet and talk with international 
visual artists, enjoy a wide range of 
family-friendly fun and sample fine 
cuisine. 

SLOW FOOD NATIONS
WHEN: July 19–21, 2019
WHERE: Larimer Square
Combining the energy of a street 
food festival, the rigor of an aca-
demic conference and the inspiration 
of a cultural exchange, Slow Food 
Nations is the festival to taste and 
explore good, clean and fair food for 
all. 

COLORADO BLACK ARTS FESTIVAL
WHEN: July 12–14, 2019
WHERE: City Park
This free, family-friendly event show-
cases the creative talents of local, 
regional and national African Ameri-
cans in art and culture. The three-day 
Colorado Black Arts Festival also 
features three performing stages 
filled with dance, jazz, blues, soul, 
reggae, gospel, traditional African 
drum and dance.

COLORADO DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL
WHEN: July 27–28, 2019
WHERE: Sloan’s Lake Park 
Founded in 2001 to celebrate Colo-
rado’s Asian Pacific American (APA) 
culture, the Colorado Dragon Boat 
Festival has become the region’s 
fastest growing fun, family-friendly 
summer festival. Named “Top Annual 
Festival” by the Rocky Mountain 
News and a “Best of Denver” event 
by Westword, it offers festival-goers 
the opportunity to explore APA 
customs through performances, arts 
and crafts, shopping, dining, and 
the exciting athletic competition of 
dragon boat racing.  

CHEESMAN PARK ART FEST
WHEN: July 27 and 28, 2019
WHERE: Cheesman Park
Some 150 artists from all over the 
country will showcase their work 
during this free two-day festival. 
There will also be live music and food 
trucks. 

BUSKERFEST
WHEN: Aug. 1–4, 2019
WHERE: Denver Union Station 
Buskerfest will take place in Denver 
Union Station’s fantastic public plaza 
and will celebrate a tradition of live 
street art and performance in The 
Mile High City. Attendees of all ages 
are welcome to come watch street 
musicians, fire performers, musi-
cians, face painters, hula-hoopers, 
jugglers and others.

DENVER INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL
WHEN: August 3, 2019
WHERE: Civic Center Park 
The free Denver International Festival 
celebrates our global heritage with 
traditional food, music and art from 
hundreds of countries and cultures 
from around the world. Dance, eat, 
drink and play in Civic Center Park.  

A TASTE OF COLORADO
WHEN: Aug. 31–Sept. 2, 2019
WHERE: Civic Center Park
A Taste of Colorado is the free end-
of-summer celebration of community 
pride and spirit in the Denver region. 
Over 500,000 people make the four-
day festival their Labor Day Weekend 
celebration, enjoying the offerings of 
more 50 area restaurants, 275 mar-
ketplace artisans and vendors, six 
stages, and educational programs 
promoting the diverse cultural and 
Western heritage of the region.

FARMERS’ MARKETS
WHEN: All summer long
WHERE: Throughout Denver
The many farmers’ markets spread 
throughout The Mile High City aren’t 
just about locally grown, farm-fresh 
produce, delicious baked goods and 
yummy prepared foods — though 
you’ll find more than enough of those 
things. Each Denver farmers’ market 
is a festive, weekly street fair, with live 
entertainment, family-friendly activi-
ties and a vibrant crowd of locals.

OUTDOOR MOVIES IN THE PARKS
WHEN: All summer long
WHERE: In Denver’s city parks
Spread out a blanket in one of Den-
ver’s gorgeous parks for free, family-
friendly Outdoor Movies in the Parks.   
http://denv.co/2XEppoH for more 
information!

Summer Events To Enjoy In Colorado!


